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Front Page Photo: The Arkaroola/Innaminka trip
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Motoring Club notes each Thursday.

Website Email
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Correspondence — General Correspondence - Magazine

The Secretary The Editor

Range Rover Club of Australia Same postal address as The Secretary

South Australia Branch Inc or email the Editor at:

PO Box 381 repooc2(@optusnet.com.au

MARDEN SA 5070

Magazine deadline

All material for publication consideration must be submitted no later than the Friday following the first Tuesday of
the month.

Advertising

Advertising material should be mailed or emailed to the Editor, with negotiated payment, no later than the magazine
deadline shown above. Payment rates for advertising can be obtained from the Treasurer.

Disclaimer

While every care is taken in the production of this magazine, all views expressed are not necessarily those of the
Range Rover Club of Australia, South Australia Branch Inc.

Range Rover Club of Aust (S.A. Branch) Inc. BSB 105-900  A/c No. 954415740

November 2015 Page 3


www.rangeroverclubsa.com

FAR RANGING

THE MAGAZINE OF THE RANGE ROVER CLUB OF AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH INC

President's Report

Our recent trip to Arkaroola, Cameron Corner,
Innamincka & Birdsville was a really great look
at the desert country to our north east.
Unfortunately Geoff and Jo, who put in many
months of planning for us all, were unable to
continue past Arkaroola due to a seized bearing
that lead to failure of the serpentine belt. We
were in a remote area and 40kms from the
campground when this happened but as he was
carrying a spare belt and a spare mechanic (his
friend Geoff Pederson) and with well meaning
advice from the rest us, the bearing was freed,
the belt fitted and we were able to complete a
very challenging drive. The following day Geoff
& Jo, very reluctantly, headed to Copley where
the mechanic shook his head and in consultation
with Geoff and his team at Sovereign Auto
Service, advised that the RAA take the D3 and
caravan to Adelaide for expert surgery.

The rest of the team headed north to Cameron
Corner and had a very interesting trip with a few
more vehicle and trailer mechanical issues to
challenge us, but no injuries and a much greater
appreciation of the expansive desert country of
SA, QLD and NSW. The highlight for me was
visiting the dig tree and other sites around
Innamincka relating to the demise of the ill-fated
Burke & Wills expedition. I was particularly
impressed with the way the entire group pitched
in and assisted when required. Look for the
detailed reports in the next two issues of Far
Ranging.

Our guest speaker this month, Valmai Hankel,
AO, PSM. was one of the most entertaining we
have had for years. As an important staff
member of the SA Sate Library since 1952, she
has overseen the Rare Books collection and been
very active with Friends of the State Library in
republishing important documents and books
covering our early history.

Her description of the symptoms she has endured
during the onset of Parkinsons disease over the
past 5 years was most interesting and her
enthusiasm as an avid supporter of Parkinsons
research was evident. We have made a donation
to this charity.

Valmai is particularly interesting when she talks
about early explorers and has visited many
significant locations, camps and gravesites
during her many outback trips in her trusty Land
Cruiser Troopy. Her ability to rattle off names,
place names, dates and fascinating anecdotes

relating to our early explorers is astounding. Her
excellent slide show had many engrossed and
guessing the various locations around four
different states

Thanks to Ron Westren for suggesting and then
facilitating the visit from Valmai.

Our club stand 4WD & Adventure Show was a
success due to all the volunteers and again, the
great work by Ron Westren to arrange and set it
all up. We expect to get around 3 new members
from the show and certainly were able to
increase awareness of our club and the benefits
of travelling with a responsible 4WD club in
general.

By the time this issue is published, the southern
NSW trip will be underway with four days being
spent in Eden and a further fours days in
Narooma while we explore the surrounding
areas. It will be good to catch up with Grant &
Carol King who have arranged this trip with
assistance from Bob Gillen.

The Christmas dinner planning is all complete so
don’t forget to book your tickets and forward
payment well in advance

Safe Travels
Peter Allmand.

Eoitor's Dlote

Thanks to all those scribes who put in trip reports
for the Arkaroola/Innaminka trip. They were
plenty and varied and some will have to be
carried over to next month's magazine. We will
look into the problem that Geoff and Jo had with
their vehicle and give some details in a future
article as this is not a previously seen problem.

Garry Cooper

This magazine is produced using the free Open Source
Desktop Publisher Scribus and the free Open Source

Linux Operating System Fedora 22. A

el
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The next monthly meeting will be held on
Tuesday November 17th 2015
Riverside Rowing Club
Bridge Road, Adelaide, SA 5000
Commencing at 7.30 pm

Agenda

1.Welcome

2.Apologies

3.Minutes of previous meeting
4.Business arising from minutes
5.Correspondence
6.Treasurer's Report
7.SAAFWDC Report
8.Magazine Editor's Report
9.Club Calendar

10.Trip Reports

11.0ther business

12.Supper

13.Activity; Social Evening

Club Calendar
The following meetings/events have been arranged by your Club's Committee for
Your benefit. Please participate and make full use of your Range Rover Club membership.
November 2015
& Saturday 7th or DTU — Oziexplorer/GPS training at Cavan

Sunday Sth * Contact: David Harwood, Training Co — ordinator — 83467741

(Choice of one day only)

Sunday 8th to Southern NSW trip with Grant king — trip folder available - contact Bob Gillen for
Saturday 14th more details.

Tuesday 17th General Meeting Riverside Rowing Club. Social evening. Bar will be

7.30pm open and available for drink purchases. Come along and mingle

December 2015

Tuesday 15t Christmas Dinner- Hilton Hotel. Please bring along a ‘Kris Kringle’ gift of no more

than $10 value(No soaps, perfumes or body lotions please) $68 per head payment
required 3 weeks prior to date via EFT

January 2016

Tuesday 19t Traditional ‘Welcome to the New Year’ BBQ at the Mitcham reserve
6:00pm BYO everything for a BBQ tea

February 2016

& Sunday 8th All British Day — Echunga showgrounds, (entry $8 pp, $4.50 children)
1030am — 4pm

Tuesday 16" General Meeting Riverside Rowing Club. Guest Speaker TBA

7:30pm

28th to Meet in Mansfield Victoria Sunday 28th Feb then leave Mon 7th March

7th March (public holiday). This will be a caravan suitable trip..stay all week at Mansfield CP

then touring trips from there. One day solid 4WDing others easy bitumen/sealed road
touring. Spots to visit include: EAST: Mount Buller, Mount Stirling, Craigs Hut,
The Bluff, SOUTH: Jamison, Gafneys Creek, NORTH: Whitfield, Stringybark Creek.
Etc. Also would like to include, for those hardy souls, a trip into Wonnangatta Station
and return which would involve one, or possibly two nights, bush camping.
That would be average/hard 4WDriving. March 2016 - Trip Leader Peter Allmand
Tuesday 15™ General Meeting Riverside Rowing Club. Guest Speaker TBA
7:30pm
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April 2016

Tuesday 19t General Meeting Riverside Rowing Club. Guest Speaker TBA
7:30pm

May 2016

Tuesday 17t General Meeting Riverside Rowing Club. Guest Speaker TBA
7:30pm

Saturday 215t Kimberley Trip — Meet at Wyndham.

to June 10th Trip Leader - Andrew Davies

August 2016

Friday 19th- Loveday Annual 4WD Gathering — RFDS Fundraiser - TBA
Monday 22nd

Club members wishing to participate in any or all of the above trips are advised to contact the nominated
trip leader and place their name in the appropriate trip folder.

Club members wishing to do other trips should contact the trips committee convener, Geoft Playford, and
be prepared to assist in organizing the trip

& Denotes a non RRC organized trip or event

DINNER

Tuesday, 15 December 2Q@ 1#““

Hilton Hotel

264 South Road Hilton—7.(

Choice g

2 entr

2 mairr
2 desserts
Details in trip folder
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Australia’s LARGEST
Land Rover NEW & USED
spare parts dealer!

7 Magna Court Lonsdale SA 5160
ABN: 24 096 818 153

WE'RE LANDROVER LOVER’S ONE STOP SHOP

Check out the website www.triumphroverspares.com.au

Not just a pretty face...WE SERVICE LANDIES AS WELL...
Phone: 8384 6923 Fax: 8284 2132 Email: triumph@internode.on.net

TD5 POWER UPGRADES
RE-FROGRAMME YOUR TDS EMNGINE ECU AND INCREASE
FOWER AND TOROUE BY UP TO 30% WITH 5TANDARD BOOST LEVEL

ki
] [ ODYHO DYNAMICS DYHNAMONETEF ]' = Lo
g8 7 BLACKHOOD DYMO PHEI?E 3458 Hﬂ}{ {;'\-ﬁ n Ilj k”
TRILMPH. BEZ: td5 discovery
TRIUNPH. BA3: td5 dizcover -
TRIUKPH. 882 td s 13 riumph Rover Reprogrammed
He. 1 File : TRIUKPH. BR;

Standard TDS Program

R y .
i |
W . - . 3 a
Result: plotted using Iyno Ikmanics Shootout Mode « JERGHIHG 13647
BP:98.3 BRH:3Z AT:ZY IT:24 BRR:0180 T™M:7.197 CK:698
(refer manual for foll details) SHOOT 4 TurePres H
8.8 65.8 7B.B V5.8 BB.8 5.8 KPH
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Triumph Rover Spares dispatches freight
interstate daily.

We also freight internationally!

Not only dealing in spare car body and engine
parts we also have a wide variety of tyre and rims
available to suit YOUR LANDROVER, just give us a
call and check our stock availability!

On top of everything else as a second hand motor
vehicle dealer TRS sell COMPLETE cars.

Check out the current stock online!

7 Magna Court Lonsdale SA 5160
ABN: 24 096 818 153

Phone: 8384 6933 Fax: 8384 2133
Email: triumph@internode.on.net

Check out the website
www.triumphroverspares.com.au
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NEW DISCOVERY SPORT
~ADVENTURE.
IT'S IN OUR DNA.

#InTheDNA

Get behind the wheel of the New Discovery Sport
and discover our most versatile compact SUV to date.
With a generous loadspace and the clever option of
5+2 seating, call us and experience the greatindoors.

Solitaire Land Rover
32 Belair Road, Hawthorn.

1300 795 918 solitaire.com.au/landrover DLs5541
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RANGE ROVER CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

GENERAL Meeting Minutes

Date: 20/10/15 Day: Tuesday.
Location:

Riverside Rowing Club

Bridge Road

ADELAIDE SA 5000

Commenced: 07:31 p.m.

Attendance: As per Attendance Book (32).

Apologies: As per Attendance Book (4).

Visitors: Nil.

Guest speaker/s: Valmai Hankel.

Subject: Parkinson’s disease and Outback Travels.

Peter Allmand introduced Valmai and mentioned her many accomplishments. She has been a horse
breeder, a wine writer and judge, worked for the State Library (specialising in rare books), is still a
“Baron of the Barossa”, still gives talks on the radio and has made extensive trips throughout outback
Australia.

Valmai pointed out that she has Parkinson’s disease and explained that it affects the nerves and can lead to
symptoms like shaking. The reason for Parkinson’s disease is not really known and there is no cure. Some
of the symptoms can be relieved by the use of drugs but it slowly gets worse and can eventually lead to
death.

Even though she has the disease she can still manage to drive but has to concentrate solely on her driving
while doing it.

Valmai was fascinated by the history of Australian explorers from an early age. She saw the film “Back of
Beyond” as a child and this aroused in her a desire to travel to remote parts of the country. Her husband
and Valmai travelled widely throughout the outback but unfortunately he died a few years ago. For a
while she stopped travelling but then decided that there were still plenty of places that she still wanted to
see and once again began travelling the outback. Quite often she did these trips on her own. Over the
years Valmai has visited many fascinating parts of Australia and has met many interesting people on her
travels. Valmai’s talk was extremely interesting. Peter Allmand presented her
with a commemorative certificate and a bottle of wine in honour of her visit.

During the supper break many people talked to her about her wonderful experiences. She also had some
books for sale that related to Australian explorers and her travels.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:-

Read By: Peter Allmand.

Moved: Peter Allmand.

Any business raised by the previous minutes is addressed in the following minutes.

Correspondence Report:-

Presented By: Tim Lawton.

Various magazines were received from other clubs. These have been added to the club library and are
available for members to read .

A newsletter was received from Redarc.

T.R. Hire sent an offer of discount prices on HF radios.

A receipt was received from the Stroke Foundation for our recent donation.

FWDSA advised on the changes to LED light rules for vehicles and on changes to the laws regarding the
fitting of bigger tyres to four wheel drive vehicles. They also reminded about the 4WD Show. A reminder
was given about the driver training at Peake and the work party at Ngarkat in the new year.

Mount Lofty Ranges club sent a report on the Octoberfest. This will be in the magazine.

Moved:Tim Lawton.

Treasurer’s Report:-

Presented By: Jo Wall.

The bank balance at the end of August was $8087.49.

The full Treasurer’s Report is emailed to the committee members for their inspection.

Moved: Jo Wall.
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Editor’s Report:-

Any articles for the next magazine need to be in by 5th November. Please make sure that trip reports
show the date of the trip.

A Land Rover club in Victoria contacted us to congratulate on the layout of our magazine. Garry gave
them a report on how our magazine is set up and handled and they are likely to copy our ideas.
Calendar Notes:-

The calendar events are listed in the magazine and on the club’s website at
www.rangeroverrclubsa.com/club-calendar.html.

Ron Westren gave a report on the arrangements for the 4WD Show. Volunteers attending were given
entrance passes and car park passes. Members attending were to wear club clothing and name badges if
they had them. Anyone who joined our club was to be given membership for the remainder of this year
and all of next year for the annual fee.

The Christmas dinner is to take place on 15th December at the Hilton Hotel , South Road. The cost is $68
per person. Payment should be made soon to the Treasurer, ideally by bank transfer. There will be a
“Kriss Kringle. Each man should bring a wrapped gift up to the value of $10 for a man and each lady
should bring a similar gift for a lady.

At the next General Meeting it is hoped to have Harry Osborn speaking about his trip across the Simpson
Desert.

On the 19th January there will be the annual club BBQ at Mitcham Reserve.

In February All British Day will be held at Echunga. Anyone wishing to attend should register soon if
they have not already done so. The fee for attending will be refunded by our club. Some of our members
have volunteered to help with the organisation of the day. They will be given training prior to the event.
Trip Matters:-

Bob Gillen gave a brief report on the trip to southern NSW. He mentioned that anyone who had not
already contacted Grant King needed to do so promptly. Also attendees needed to arrange their own
accommodationbookings. .

Peter Allmand gave a report on the recent trip to Arkaroola, Innamincka and Birdsville. Unfortunately,
Geoff Playford and Jo Wall, who had arranged the trip, had mechanical problems and had to leave the trip
after Arkaroola. Michael Bull had trailer problems after Arkarooa and Nic Owen had mechanical
problems. At Innamincka repairs were made to Michael’s trailer and Nic’s Discovery.

On the 28th February there will be a club trip to Mansfield, Victoria

FWDSA:-

FWDSA advised that there was to be a GPS training course at Cavan on 7th November.

All other matters pertaining to FWDSA were mentioned in the Correspondence Report.

Any Other Business:-

Our club welcomed two new members — Andrew and Liz Kerr.
Raffle:- Prize: Torch, Pr. of Men’s Socks.

Donated By : Torch — club funds, Socks — The Bloke Shop, McLaren Vale.

Won By: Liz Kerr (C036).

Next Meeting:-

Date: 17/11/15 Day: Tuesday.
Location:

Riverside Rowing Club

Bridge Road

ADELAIDE SA 5000.

To commence: 7:30 pm.

Advance Apologies: Nil.

Meeting Closed: 09:44 p.m.

Thanks to Pamela Harrison for supper.
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SOVEREIGN
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JAGUAR & LANDROVER SPECIALIS

80 King William St, Kent Town, SA
8362 5997

JAGUAR and LAND ROVER

Service and Repair Specialists

Stockists of

genuine and
aftermarket parts

Distributors for
TerrafirMa

range of 4WD and
offroad accessories

AUTOLOGIC Diagnostic System Airconditioning Specialists

Page 12 November 2015



FAR RANGING
THE MAGAZINE OF THE RANGE ROVER CLUB OF AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH INC

Trip Report — Vulkathunha- Gammon Ranges National Park — 29/09/15

At Sundowners, Sunday night Geoff, the Trip Leader, discussed the idea of rotating the day 4 program, for
the day 5 program; vice-a-versa. It was agreed to under-take the “Wortupa Loop” track, in the Gammon
Ranges National Park — estimated to be a 6 hour “sortie”.

Eight vehicles [Lead — Geoff & Joe (D3); Geoff & Bronwyn (Nissan Patrol); Dave O’D, Garry & John H
(D4); Peter & John Z (Range Rover Sports); Dave E & Terry (D4); Hal (D4); Nick (D1); Michael (D2) —
Tail-end Charlie], departed Arkaroola Village at approximately 0925 Hrs., headed back down the
Arkaroola Road for 30 Kms to a right-hand turn off for the Wortupa Loop track.

After a further 12 Kms., the convoy turned right onto the loop track (one-way, anti-clockwise), and
proceeded a further 2-3 Kms before finding a shaded spot for a morning-tea stop.

After a twenty minute break, “feeding-the-face” and attending to other needs, all returned to their vehicles,
“hot-to-trot”. It didn’t happen, as Pete found he had ‘staked’ a tyre. Approximately thirty minutes later
we were on our way, tackling a track that offered challenges which required skills that some of the party
didn’t know they had — they acquired them ‘on-the-job’, so-to-speak (steep “bull-dust” filled pot-holed
inclines and declines). Advice was coming thick and fast — however, when it was suggested to the driver
of the D1 to put his vehicle in low-range four-wheel drive, the reply came back, “ It’s a constant four-
wheel-drive, I’ll just lock it in low-range and first gear, is that O.K.”. There were a few good humoured
laughs all round.

Unfortunately, these proceedings ceased when Leader Geoff"’s D3, came to a ‘smelly’ halt. On lifting the
bonnet the source of the bad odour was discovered to be a serpentine belt, which had broken due to
friction caused by (later diagnosed) a partially seized fan pulley.

A spare serpentine belt was produced. Now came the exercise in replacing it, and it really was, in more
ways than one. However, with a little side-line encouragement, the two Geoffs triumphed, and after a
clean-up and some nourishment, we were on our way again.

Because of the mechanical problems encountered and the delay, it was decided to proceed with “cautious

haste”, completing he “Loop” and returnlng to Arkaroola, where a Mechanic’s advice could be sourced.

o, PETE REPLACING THE 'STAKED' TYRE

—=# PETE HOLDING THE 'DEAD'

& SERPENTINE BELT, DAVE O’D
OFFERING ENCOURAGEMENT, WHILE
THE 2 GEOFFS WORK ON THE
PROBLEM

Arkaroola to Cameron Corner
Left Arkaroola at approx. 9.00am
on 1st October & headed 30kms
back to the main road. Once on

the main road we passed
Wooltana & then North Mulga.
Between these two properties we
encountered a group of approx.
30 young emus with a male
protector, & they just wandered “p

across the road at their leisure.

Our next stop was a tea break in a peaceful creek bed just past Moolawatana , not long after we passed
through the Dog Fence & headed towards the Strzelecki Track.

Today was our first real taste of dust & there was plenty of it. We had issues with a snake & a few frilled
neck lizards. We came across many kangaroos, a few wedge tail eagles & many cattle wandering close to
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& sometimes over the road. We then passed Mt Hopeless & onto the Strzelecki Track, a good surface &
quite a wide road. There was a lot of dust on the track but no major incidents, and of course lots of
chatter over the UHF. We then turned toward Merty Merty & headed south for Bollards Lagoon. We
stopped there for about 40mins for lunch & enjoyed the water instead of all the dust. I must add, the flies
were relentless & I was glad I had my fly net under my hat. We then just had 14kms to Cameron Corner
arriving there about 4.00pm

The camp site was good & we all enjoyed a great meal at the roadhouse that night.

John Hallifax

Friday 2nd Oct Cameron Corner to Tibooburra.

We gathered at the corner post of SA, NSW & QLD for pictures and all visited three states in 30 secs by
running around the marker.

Then it was through the dog fence gate and heading east through the Sturt National Park. This 325,329-
hectare (803,910-acre) park was established in 1972 and named in honour of the explorer Charles Sturt
and was created from five former pastoral properties. The first half of todays 142 km journey was
through the Frome Swamp area, an important waterbird refuge, and then the sandhills of the Strzelecki
Desert, open mulga bushland and arid scrub. Our last 60kms crossed the Grey Range into Tibooburra.
Charles Sturt was trapped by drought, for 6 months, just south at Depot Glen in 1844, and Burke & Wills
traversed this area in 1861 on the way to the Gulf of Carpentaria. In 1880 gold was discovered in the
area known as the Granites, which led to the establishment of the settlement. Our arrival at the Granites
Caravan Park, the night before the annual gymkhana, was interesting as many party goers from outlying
stations arrived to fill the two pubs and enjoy the live music well into the night. We had a communal
BBQ before some of us joined the fun at the Family Hotel (built in 1881 and famous for its murals and
paintings by Clifton Pugh and Russell Drysdale). Tomorrow we are off to Innamincka.

Peter Allmand

Saturday 3rd October 2015: Tibooburra to Innamincka.
Peter Allmand: John Zach: Gary Nichols: Range Rover Sport towing a camper trailer.

David O’Donnell: John Halifax: Discovery 4.

Hal Marshall: Discovery 4 towing a camper trailer.
David Elson: Terry: Discovery 4.

Nic Owen: Discovery 1.

Michael Bull: Discovery 2 towing a camper trailer.

As we had approximately 320klms. to cover today it was agreed the night before that we should depart at
08.30 in order that we could visit the Dig Tree en-route and arrive at Innamincka in good time to set up
camp next to the Cooper’s Creek rather than camp at Cullyamurra Water Hole which we then planned to
visit the following day. As usual both me and Nic were woken by a flock of corellas passing overhead
around 6 O’clock so we jumped out of our “pits”, had breakfast of cornflakes and dust and started to
break down the camp. In no time at all we were ready for the off when I realised that I had left my “jocks
and socks” that I had washed the previous evening, on the clothes line, adjacent to the laundry. With
these gathered up, we were set to go as was
everybody else, so at 07.40 we all moved off
and said our farewells to Tibooburra.

We headed north along the Silver City
Highway some of it on bitumen but then
turning to gravel and the inevitable
corrugations and gibber. It wasn’t long before
we crossed the border from New South Wales
into Queensland and through the Dog Fence
which runs for 5614 Klms from Jimbour on
the Queensland coast to Nundroo on the
Australian Bight.
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On into Queensland we went up the Silver City Highway then turned left towards Santos. Unbeknown to
me the corrugations had managed to dislodge my power supply to my VHF radio and it was only when I
saw Nic parked at the junction that I had realised I had not received any communication to turn left.
Whilst I did overshoot the turn I soon rectified the situation and turned around. It proves once again that
convoy protocol works which Nic had followed and stayed at the junction until the following vehicle had
sighted him. The radio was soon fixed and I stayed at the road junction until Hal had sighted me.

As Nic had a very limited range fuel tank, scheduled stops were made for him to top up from jerry cans
located on his roof-rack and the camper trailer. Just past Santos Nic came over the radio to say that his
low fuel indicator had come on and suggested that we stop for a break for him to fill up. Peter agreed and
we found a spot with some limited shade to have a cuppa and bickies.
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Half way through my cup of tea and having only had time for one biscuit, I spotted Dave O’Donnell
looking closely at the nearside of my camper trailer and as I approached he turned around and said
“you’ve got some trouble here mate”. I could see that the tyre was nearly touching the mudguard and
signs of heat and discolouration of the paint were apparent on the top section of the mudguard itself with
slight damage to the tyre. My “heart sank” when I saw that the spring had broken and was protruding
right through the mudguard missing the LPG cylinder by only a couple of centimetres. I thought that this
was the end of the road for my old camper trailer but that was not the case as Dave advised me that the
spring had indeed not broken but had come dislodged from the location bracket. Well I have never seen
such a response from all present. Within minutes the trailer was jacked up, the wheels were off and the
spring was realigned and relocated. Lewis Hamilton’s pit crew could not have done a better job and my
sincere thanks went out to all as within an hour we were back on the road again.

With the aforementioned difficulties having been experienced the convoy pace was slowed down little to
try and prevent the spring once again becoming dislodged. After about an hour we passed a junction off to
the left which at the time was thought to be an access road to a homestead. It was then realised by Dave
O’Donnell (tail end Charlie) that this was not the case and was the turning for Innamincka so the front
half of the convoy had to undertake a “U” turn and return to the junction. As we came to a halt Nic’s
engine cut out and he was unable to get it started. He had detected a burning smell and on examination
two wires had shorted out on the energy management system for his LPG system that was also preventing
the engine to run on petrol. Whilst this was being investigated, I had a look at my trailer spring to see if
all was well which it wasn’t. The spring locator bracket had completely fallen off and the spring was
resting on the trailer body. In addition one of my lenses came out of my spectacles so when you thought
things could not get worse, of course they do.

There was no alternative than to tow Nic on to Innamincka and for me to take it extremely slow hoping
that the spring stays where it is and doesn’t collapse. David Elson volunteered to tow Nic’s vehicle and he
was hitched up accordingly. With all of the unfolding problems it was agreed that we would go straight to
Innamincka and come back the following day to visit the Dig Tree. Off we set at a “snail’s pace” with the
track getting worse and worse which turned into “the road from Hell” but eventually we reached the
Adventure Highway and on into Innamincka. Dave and Nic did an expert job with the towing but with the
amount of dust generated Nic became covered and had to wear a face mask and unfortunately a stone
cracked his windscreen.
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On arrival into Innamincka we managed to find a mechanic by the name of Kim who was excellent and
the following day welded two heavier duty brackets for my trailer springs and managed to by-pass the
energy system on Nic’s D1 to allow it to run petrol. Nic also purchased an additional jerry can to give him
more range.

As a foot note: Nic tried to start his D1 when we arrived at Innamincka having been towed over 150 Klms.
by Dave and yes, would you believe it, it struck up first time. “Mr. Murphy strikes again”.

Michael

Sunday the 4th of October

Mick and Nic went to see the mechanic at Innaminka. Nic to get his gas fixed. Mick to get his trailer
suspension fixed. The mechanic is a feller named Kim, a real rough diamond with plenty of attitude who
doesn't suffer fools gladly and even though it was Sunday and a Public holiday on the Monday he agreed
to look at our vehicles as soon as possible. Turned out that I had no power at the gas, and 1t was lucky that
my car didn't catch fire as I had a dead short between ' !
the live and the earth and the module had burnt out.

Micks suspension was no problem as what had
happened, the slipper spring coming out of the
retaining bracket happened all the time so we said we
would come back tomorrow to sort both of them out.
Then it was on to the days planned activities.

I jumped in Peters Range Rover and it was off to
Burkes grave and the Dig tree. The Burke and Wills
Expedition's aim was to cross Australia from
Melbourne to the Gulf of Carpentaria in 1860. They
did make it there but many never made it back.
Burkes grave is on the Cooper Creek, this is where he }
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died and was buried but his body is not there anymore as it was dug up and taken to Melbourne some
years later for a state funeral.

Then it was on to the Dig Tree, which is in Queensland, via the Adventure way. The Dig Trees are trees
where stores and supplies where buried under or near for the returning explorers to find.

There are Three historic trees at the site of Burke's Depot at camp 65, a small tree marked "DIG" ; a large
tree marked with the date and camp number by Brahe to which Aitkens later added the words "DIG
under" and the Face Tree carved nearly 40 years later by John Dick, a travelling stockman and amateur
wood carver who carved the likeness of Burke's face and initials to commemorate Burks Expedition .

All of these trees are Coolibahs (Eucalyptus coolabah, formerly Eucalyptus microtheca) believed to be
200 to 250 years old and common along the banks Cooper Creek. We had lunch at this Iconic location.
Then Peter let me drive his Range Rover back to Innamincka. This was fantastic and all I could say was
" Luxury " compared to my old Disco 1.

NIC ...

Monday 5th October

After dropping Michael’s trailer and Nick’s car at the mechanic’s for repair, we assembled at 9:00 am and
departed for Coongie Lakes, 103 kms away.

About 20 km from the Lakes we stopped to look at the Kudriemitchie out station. The building started life
as an accommodation unit at Innamincka Number One Oil and Gas exploration. It was relocated to its
current position and was used when mustering in the remote areas of Innimincka Station. The building is
being renovated by the Toyota Land Cruiser Club of SA.

We drove around on the Parks sandy tracks and found a shady spot for lunch. After lunch we climbed to
the top of a sand dune and had a great view of the Lake. On the way out one particular dune created some
issues and we had a chance to practice our sand driving.

An uneventful trip back along the same dirt road and when we got back to Innamincka some of the group
went to check on the progress of the repairs. The rest of us went to visit Will’s grave and the site where
the sole survivor of the expedition, King, was found after being cared for by the local aboriginals.

Another great Day.

DO'D
Tuesday 6th October

We departed Innamincka at 0830 and headed north on the Cordillo road. The road had been graded
recently, so that driving conditions were generally good, and allowed the convoy of six vehicles to travel
at about 70 km/hr on the better sections. We were pushing into a very strong headwind on the leg to
Cordillo Downs, and drove through a mini dust storm as we approached the station.

Lunch was taken on the banks of Nappamilkie Creek, near the ruins of the outstation. Temperature was 36
degrees, with a fierce wind which did nothing to discourage the flies!

Shortly after resuming the journey we reached the Birdsville Developmental Road for the 117 km run into
the town, arriving at about 1600.

An enjoyable drive, with pleasant vistas and no mechanical issues.

Regards
Gary Nichols

Wednesday 7th October

After dropping Michael's trailer at the servo for some running repairs, we headed off to Big Red for some
sand play. Dave O'Donnell led the convoy the 45 kms to this infamous dune where we first aired down to
around 28 psi, then headed west into the Simpson Desert and over five dunes to give the drivers some
sand driving practice and a look at 'the real' Simpson Desert. Some driver changes were made for the
return leg east back to the Big one. There were basically two alternative routes with everyone making it
over the chicken track and going back for more. The more difficult track was very soft at the top, so
required good momentum. After a few attempts, one D4 and one RRS achieved the target. All agreed that
acting like hoons on the red, red sand was great fun. Airing up was next for the return trip and all enjoyed
lunch at the Birdsville Bakery.

The afternoon was spent relaxing, wandering the town and stocking up for the run down the Birdsville
Track over the next few days.

Overnight in Birdsville today and Mungeranie tomorrow.

Peter Allmand.

The rest of this trip report continued next month.
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CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE

Hats $10 each
Beanies $10 each

Cloth badges $7 each

Car Window
Badges $3 each
or 2 for $5

Key Rings $11 each

Club Mens & Women's Polo Shirts $30 each
Club Polar Fleece pullover (Unisex) $35 each
To be ordered from the Treasurer with full
payment.

(Sample sizes will be on display at club
meetings) Cheryl 8262 4384

Need that awning repaired?
Call Glenys!

Repairs to your Convas
Swoag, Camper, or Tent.

Creations, Alterations
Zips and more!

Pick up Available

For Sale

LIBRARY ACCESSIONS - November 2015

Newsletters/Journals/etc. received since my last
report to members (September 2015), published
in October, are listed below, being;

Rec'd From Title Pub'n Date
16Jun RRCSA Far Ranging June 2015
19Jul  PtAugustadWD Newsletter Winler 2015
RCC SA RoverDrive July 2015
LROC Vic Review June 2015
LROC Sydney The LROC News June 2015
07Aug LRRSA The Obsession July 2015
LROC Vic Review July 2015
RRC Vic Torque July/Aug 2015
RRCNSW  Margue July 2015
LROC Sydney The LROC News July 2015
RCC SA RoverDrive August 2015
18Aug RRCNSW  Marque August 2015
09Sep LRR SA The Obsession August 2015
RCC SA RoverDrive Sept’ 2015
LROCVic  Review August 2015
158ep RRC SA Far Ranging Sept' 2015
200ct RRC SA Far Ranging October 2015
Land Rover Owner International Jan/May 2015

The latest copies of the magazines listed above,
previous issues of other RRC/LRC magazines and
DVD’s are available to members at Club
Meetings, and/or they can be borrowed by
following the instructions in the front of the
*Library” folder, and return them at the following
"Meeting, or by getting in contact with me at my
telephone number listed in the front of ‘Far
Ranging’.

John Harrison — Librarian
November 2015

PH: 82626319 M: 0413 588 408 E: defender@senst.com.au

For Sale ads are free for club

members. Submit in Word format
to the editor via email.

November 2015

Page 19



FAR RANGING

THE MAGAZINE OF THE RANGE ROVER CLUB OF AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH INC

GARY CLAYTON'S
CLEAN A CAR SERVICE

Christies Beach SA 5165
Established 1981

MOBILE: 0414 822 7129

A MOBILE SERVICE.

ALL AREAS
OR COME TO US.

NOT ONLY CLEANING CARS,
WE CAN ALSO DETAIL

» Camper Vans, Trucks
* Boats, Caravans, Buses
. » Motor Bikes, Prime/Movers
~ * Aeroplanes etc
. -“," g -

,.

Find us fast with the YELLOW PAGES

FIND US FAST WITH THE YELLOW PAGES

aNnARID

; g CARAVARNS

we do it all

Repairs and maintenance

We pride ourselves on 25 years of
Quality Workmanship and Services
under the same ownership.

Insurance and private work

Free No Obligation Quotes
Electrolux Leisure Products
Sales, Service and Parts

Accessories and Parts?

Your One Stop Shop for

Caravan Parts and Accessories
Refrigeration, Airconditioning,
Stoves and Roll-out Awnings
Used Van Sales and Consignment

1Pinn Street, St Marys

82714388

Fax 8277 2959
Email:
dario@dariocaravans.com.au
www.dariocaravans.com.au

Open Mon-Fri 8.30 am-5.00 pm
Sat 8.30 am-12 noon

WEMEER
! A
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British 4x4 Automotive

21 Petrova Ave

Windsor Gardens 5087
(08) 8266 4506

info@ british4x4auto.com

BRITISH
X4

AUTOMOTIVE

*Servicing and Repairs  *Competitive pricing
*Computer diagnostics  *Modifications
*Aftermarket accessories *Spare Parts

*Trip preparation

[
Lick up and deliveny

in some hills areas

= |
= autologic W
T@ Terraf'rMa ‘:\2 G B a Foawa F

80 UHF RADIO CHANNELS - USER GUIDE

Duplex channels — Don’t use unless you want to access a repeater
1to8,41t048  Repeater channels, (Duplex with 31 to 38 & 71 to 78)
General chat channels;

9, 12to 17, 19to 21, 24to 28, 30, 39, 49 to 60, 64 to 70, 79 and 80

Specific use channels;

5 - Emergency call. (Duplex with channel 35)

10 - 4WD Drivers - Convoy, Clubs & National Parks

11 and 39 - Call channels (then move to another channel.)
18 - Caravans& Campers Convoy Channel

29 - Pacific H’'wy (NSW), Dukes H’wy (Qld) Road Channel
40 - Highway channel (Trucks)

Telemetry Channels — Data only. No voice allowed by law
22 and 23, 61 to 63 (reserved)

(The above information was compiled as at September 2011)
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ALDINGA SELF STORAGE ¢/ .

/ | 1
| \
f \
/ 1
| i -~ |
: | | =
. .Il- == ==
¢ — o
|

Owned and operated by Club members

- large range of spaces —3m x 1.5 m up to 6m x
3m.

- caravan, camper trailers, boat storage, etc.

- boxes, packaging tapes, padlocks etc.

- 7 days per week access.

- digital security cameras, after hours patrols etc.

15% Discount to Club members on presentation
of their current membership receipt.

- Call 0418 846 782,

- website www.aldingaselfstorage.com.au or

- visit us at 209 Aldinga Beach Rd. Aldinga Beach
SA.

Office opening hours —Mon, Wed, Fri, and Sat
mornings 9.00 am till 12 noon.

Where the club stores its gear!
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per use

Michael Bull
Club banner

Hot water service, $10 per weekend,
(supply own gas canister)

Compressor 'Big Red'
Marquee, 6m x 3m, complete - $25

Shower / toilet tent
Snatch strap(for training)

Range Rover Club Equipment At Aldinga Self Stora

St Johns First Aid kit, complete

Gazebo, 3m x 3m, complete

2 X 2 2m tow ropes

83872576 or 0429 022 494

Tyre pliers set containing puncture repair kit

4 tonne hand winch complete with case

Equipment should be returned within one week of the trip ending, or earlier if another hirer is

waiting.

Please replace any used items from the first aid kit. A donation for use of equipment will fund the

replacement of items.

ADELAIDE
TYREPOWER

ALL BRANDS
OF
TYRES - MAG WHEELS
PUNCTURES
BRAKES/BATTERIES
SHOCKERS

1300 137 133
8354 4580

Troy McCade

November 2015
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(INDEPENDENT)

| LAND-ROVER SPECIALISTS

Servicing & Repairs to all Land Rovers

« Full Computer Diagnostics

« After Market Accessories Fitted

« Vehicle Check over and Trip Preparation

« Modifications to Customer Specifications

» Located close to City, Airport & Glenelg Tram

« Professional, friendly service

Parts & Accessories

We stock an extensive range of new, genuine & replacement parts and
accessories for all Land Rovers

An example of some of the Defender
Parts & Accessories we have available

Heavy Duty
Steering
Ruods

Distributor
for

Bash Plate

Low Coolant Alarm System

» Specially made, no pipe cutting
Tl » Prevent costly engine repairs
white vinyl » Supplied or supplied & fitted

- _
;{::k:rw kFlts all Land Rover models /

www.pcblandrovers.com.au

S Contact Peter Brown F:V:1:) 4X4 ACCESSORIES
; Email pete@pchlandrovers.com.au =

19 Starr Avenue, North Plympton SA 5037 aUtUngiFl
m Phone (08) 8350 0110 or Mobile 0400 278 407 NS
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